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and with that efficiency which only fear and war
induces, Hussein, whatever secret thoughts he then
entertained regarding the success or otherwise attach-
ing to a recourse to arms,, saw those warriors upon
whom he would have to call scattered to the four
winds, and a Turkish division at full strength in-
timidating him from the near distance of Medina.
Nevertheless, the Arab revolt could not be re-
strained. It broke out in many places far distant
from Mecca, and the Sherif, whether he considered
the moment ripe or not, became embroiled. We
know that the Arab cause met with early reverses,
and when Lawrence found Feisal he spoke of him
thus : " So I went down to Arabia to see and con-
sider its great men. The first, the Sherif of Mecca,
we knew to be aged. I found Abdulla too clever,
Ali too clean, Zeid too cool. I rode up-country to
Feisal, and found in him the leader with the necessary
fire, and yet with reason to give effect to science.
His tribesmen seemed sufficient instrument, and his
hills to provide natural advantage. So I returned,
pleased and confident, to Egypt, and told my chiefs
how Mecca was defended not by the obstacle of
Rabegh, but by the flank-threat of Feisal in Jebel
Subh."
There is an Old Testament mellowness in the words
of Lawrence which lend themselves to the Eastern
page. Their simplicity is at once expressive and
impressive. They live and portray. They open up
a vista at the end of which one can see a leader
clearly and without redundant shadow. Them-
selves, sharp and clearly defined, they throw their
object into relief. They pluck Feisal from the